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MOONSHINE, SPEAKEASIES, AND THE MAFIA 
 

Best-selling author Dan Okrent traces the rise and fall of Prohibition  
at the National Constitution Center  

 

Philadelphia, PA (November 29, 2010) – Best-selling author Dan Okrent joins the 

National Constitution Center on Monday, December 6, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss his 

new book, Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition.  Called “remarkably original” and 

“a narrative delight” by the New York Times Book Review, Last Call traces the 

fascinating history of Prohibition and its broader constitutional implications.   

 

This event is SOLD OUT.  An onsite simulcast of the program will be available on a first 

come, first served basis.  For details, please call 215.409.6700.  A podcast of the 

program will be available on www.constitutioncenter.org on Friday, December 10. 

 

Examining the political forces that came together to pass the 18th Amendment, Okrent 

provides an engaging account of how Prohibition got started, its impact on the lives of 

everyday Americans, and the eventual swell of public support that led to the only 

constitutional amendment ever to be repealed.  From organized crime to speakeasies 

and the income tax, Prohibition sparked many changes to our nation’s cultural and 

political landscape.  This period has continuing relevance today, as Okrent argues that 

Prohibition curtailed individual rights and completely transformed the power of the 

federal government. 
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ADD ONE/DAN OKRENT  

 

Daniel Okrent is the best-selling author of several critically acclaimed works, including 

Great Fortune: The Epic of Rockefeller Center, a 2004 Pulitzer Prize finalist.  Okrent has 

had a wide-ranging literary and journalistic career as the first public editor of The New 

York Times, editor-at-large of Time Inc., managing editor of Life magazine, and founder 

of New England Monthly.  In publishing, Okrent worked as an editor at Knopf and Viking, 

and was editor-in-chief of general books at Harcourt Brace.  Okrent was also a fellow at 

the Shorenstein Center at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, where he 

remains an Associate. 

 

A book sale and signing will take place outside of the F.M. Kirby Auditorium immediately 

following the program, courtesy of Joseph Fox Bookshop.  The public is invited. 

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents.  The Center serves as a museum, an education center, and a forum for 

debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells the story of the  

Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 100 interactive, 

multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and features a 

powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising.”  The Center also 

houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as the hub for 

national constitutional education.  Also, as a nonpartisan forum for constitutional 

discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that contain diverse 

viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  For more information, call 215.409.6700 or visit 

www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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