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NEW PBS FILM, DOLLEY MADISON: AMERICA’S FIRST LADY, DEBUTS
AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER’'S CELEBRATION OF
WOMEN'’S HISTORY MONTH

Philadelphia, PA (February 17, 2010) — A film screening of Dolley Madison: America’s
First Lady will be presented at the National Constitution Center on Monday, March 8,
2010 at 6:00 p.m., in celebration of National Women'’s History Month. The new 90-
minute portrait from PBS’ American Experience explores the life and work of the woman
who transformed the previously undefined role of the president’s wife. Following the
screening, the Center will host a short conversation with the film’s executive producer
Catherine Allan, producer and director Muffie Meyer, writer Ronald Blumer, and
scholar Holly Shulman. Admission is free, but reservations are required and can be
made by calling 215.409.6700.

Dolley Madison, wife of the fourth president James Madison, lived through two wars,
knew the first 12 presidents, and watched America evolve from a struggling young
republic to the first modern democracy in the world. At a time when women could neither
vote nor participate officially in politics, Dolley Madison became one of the most
influential and best loved figures of her day. Dolley Madison: America'’s First Lady
features interviews with NPR senior news analyst and bestselling author Cokie Roberts,
historian Catherine Allgor, and presidential historian Richard Norton Smith, among
others. The distinguished cast of actors includes Tony Award-nominee Eve Best as

Dolley Madison and Tony Award-winner Jefferson Mays as James Madison.

Executive producer Catherine Allan is a Senior Executive Producer at TPT National

Productions. Allan was the co-executive producer of the acclaimed feature documentary

Hoop Dreams, recently named the number one documentary film of all time by the
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International Documentary Association. She has also served as executive producer of
major American history productions for PBS, including the Peabody Award-winning
Liberty! The American Revolution, the Emmy Award-winning Benjamin Franklin,
Alexander Hamilton, and Kinsey. Allan’s other credits include the Cine Golden Eagle
winner Continental Harmony, The New Medicine, and Jane Goodall: Reason for Hope.
She received a B.A. in English and an M.A. in Journalism from the University of

California, Berkeley.

Producer and director Muffie Meyer cofounded Middlemarch Films, best known for the
guality and scope of its documentaries. She has won numerous awards, including two
Emmy Awards, two Cine Golden Eagles, a Peabody Award and a duPont-Columbia
Award for Excellence in Journalism. Meyer was a producer on the landmark
documentary Grey Gardens, later made into a Tony Award-winning musical on
Broadway. Middlemarch productions, including The Crash of '29, Saving the National
Treasures, and An Empire of Reason, have aired as part of the major PBS strands

Nature, NOVA, and American Experience.

Writer Ronald Blumer has written, produced, or co-produced 80 documentary films,
including three series with Bill Moyers: Creativity, A Walk Through the Twentieth Century
and The U.S. Constitution. For PBS, Blumer wrote and co-produced Liberty! The
American Revolution, Benjamin Franklin, and American Photography, A Century of
Images. His other work for PBS includes the series Dancing, Discovering Women, and
The New Medicine. Blumer’'s work has received 30 major awards, including four Emmy

Awards and a George Foster Peabody Award.

Holly Shulman is an Early Republic historian and the director of the Dolley Madison
Project at the University of Virginia. In 2003, she published The Selected Letters of
Dolley Madison. Shulman has also begun another project in American women's history,
“Wednesdays in Mississippi: Civil Rights as Women's Work.” Shulman is the author of
The Voice of America: Propaganda and Democracy, 1941-1945, and the editor of The
Encyclopedia of Eleanor Roosevelt.
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The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s
Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to
increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it
represents. The Center serves as a museum, an education center, and a forum for
debate on constitutional issues. The museum dramatically tells the story of the
Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 100 interactive,
multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and features a
powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”. The Center also
houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as the hub for
national constitutional education. Also, as a nonpartisan forum for constitutional
discourse, the Center presents — without endorsement — programs that contain diverse
viewpoints on a broad range of issues. For more information, call 215.409.6700 or visit

WWW.constitutioncenter.org.

A


http://www.constitutioncenter.org/

