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WHAT IS NATIONAL SECURITY? 

2010-11 VISITING SCHOLAR RICHARD ALLEN 
BRINGS HIS WASHINGTON INSIDER PERSPECTIVE 

TO THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 
 
Philadelphia, PA (November 5, 2010) – The National Constitution Center’s newly 

appointed 2010-11 Visiting Scholar, Richard V. Allen, will explore the question “What is 

national security?” in a two-part series beginning on Monday, November 15, 2010 at 

6:30pm.  Allen is a Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution and served under both 

Presidents Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan.  Stanley Ridgley, Assistant Professor of 

Strategic Management and International Business at Temple University’s Fox School of 

Business, will facilitate the discussion.  Admission to this event is free though 

reservations are necessary. 

 

The conversation will revolve around the challenge of securing our nation without 

compromising the civil liberties upon which it was founded, and will include examining 

elements of America's foreign policy and our evolving military strategy in the global war 

on terror.  The series will continue in spring 2011 with a special presentation about how 

responses to domestic terror attacks have driven counterintelligence measures that 

affect everyday life. 

 

“From Vietnam onward, Richard Allen has been one of the foremost architects of 

America’s military strategy and national security policy,” said National Constitution 

Center President and CEO David Eisner.  “His perspective will be essential as all 

Americans and our leaders wrestle with where to go from here as we struggle to protect 

both our citizens’ physical safety and their constitutional rights.”  

-MORE- 



ADD ONE/RICHARD ALLEN 

 

The Center’s Visiting Scholars Program is a partnership with the University of 

Pennsylvania Law School. It brings distinguished constitutional experts from across the 

country to Philadelphia to participate in educational outreach programs and to undertake 

research and writing projects.  The program seeks to bridge the divide that sometimes 

separates academia from the community at large.  Visiting Scholars have participated in 

programs ranging from informal gallery talks to formal academic lectures, and have 

produced materials for onsite and online audiences. 

 

Richard Allen is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution and is an expert on foreign and 

national security policy, international trade and economic policy, and Asia and the Pacific 

Basin.  He previously served as Richard Nixon’s foreign policy coordinator and served 

twice in the Nixon White House.  Allen also was Ronald Reagan’s chief foreign policy 

adviser from 1977 to 1980, and President Reagan’s first national security adviser from 

1981 to 1982.  A Hoover fellow since 1966, Allen is currently an Honorary Fellow in 

the Department of Politics at the University of Otago and a Fellow of St. Margaret's 

College (both in New Zealand). He holds a master’s degree in political science from the 

University of Notre Dame. 

 

Stanley Ridgley currently serves as Assistant Professor of Strategic Management and 

International Business at Temple University’s Fox School of Business.  In his previous 

position as a military intelligence officer, Ridgley served in West Berlin, as well as near 

the Czech-German border, where he received the George S. Patton Award for 

Leadership from the 7th Army Academy in Bad Toelz, West Germany.  Ridgley’s areas 

of expertise include signals intelligence, electronic intelligence, and operations security, 

as well as Russian translation and analysis.  Ridgley holds a doctorate and master’s 

degree in international security from Duke University, and an international M.B.A from 

Temple University. 

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it  
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represents.  The Center serves as a museum, an education center, and a forum for 

debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells the story of the  

Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 100 interactive, 

multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and features a 

powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising.”  The Center also 

houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as the hub for 

national constitutional education.  Also, as a nonpartisan forum for constitutional 

discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that contain diverse 

viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  For more information and to make reservations 

for the Richard Allen event, call 215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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