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JUSTICE STEVENS’ LEGACY AND REPLACEMENT 

TAKE CENTER STAGE 
AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 

 
A Roundtable with the University of Pennsylvania Law School  

 
Philadelphia, PA (April 20, 2010) – In light of Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens’ 

recently announced retirement, the National Constitution Center and the University of 

Pennsylvania Law School will host Leaving A Legacy: The Departure and Replacement 

of Justice John Paul Stevens, a roundtable discussion on Justice Steven’s influence on 

the Supreme Court and the implications of his replacement. The program will take place 

at the Center on Thursday, May 6, 2010, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Admission is free, 

but reservations are required and can be made by calling 215.409.6700. 

 

The roundtable from the University of Pennsylvania Law School will include Cary 

Coglianese , Deputy Dean and Edward B. Shils Professor of Law and Professor of 

Political Science; Seth Kreimer , Kenneth W. Gremmil Professor of Law; Deborah 

Pearlstein , Visiting Faculty Fellow and Lecturer and former clerk for Justice Stevens; 

Kermit Roosevelt , Professor of Law and the great-great-grandson of President 

Theodore Roosevelt; and Theodore Ruger , Professor of Law. Michael A. Fitts , Dean 

and Bernard G. Segal Professor of Law, will moderate.  

 

Cary Coglianese  specializes in the study of regulation and regulatory processes, with a 

particular emphasis on the empirical evaluation of alternative regulatory strategies and 

the role of conflict and cooperation in business-government relations. His recent books 

include Import Safety: Regulatory Governance in the Global Economy, Regulation and 

Regulatory Processes, and Leveraging the Private Sector: Management-Based 

Strategies for Improving Environmental Performance. He has also recently written on  

climate change policy, public participation and transparency in federal rulemaking, and 
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voluntary environmental programs. Coglianese was a founding editor of the peer-

reviewed journal Regulation & Governance, and he currently serves on the board of the 

American Bar Association’s Section on Administrative Law and Regulatory Practice. 

 

Michael A. Fitts  is the Dean and Bernard G. Segal Professor of Law at the University of 

Pennsylvania Law School.  Since becoming Dean in 2000, he has been a leading 

proponent of integrating legal teaching and scholarship with the approaches of other 

disciplines. He has previously clerked for the late Hon. A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. of the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, and served as an attorney advisor in the 

Office of Legal Counsel at the U.S. Department of Justice, where he received a Special 

Commendation Award from the Attorney General of the United States for his work. Fitts 

is a member of the Executive Committee of the American Law Deans Association, where 

he serves as Vice President; the World Affairs Council; the Policy Advisory Board of The 

Reinvestment Fund; and the Law and Political Process Study Group of American 

Political Science Association.     

 

Seth Kreimer ’s first article, Allocational Sanctions: The Problem of Negative Rights in a 

Positive State, set the terms for a generation of discussion of unconstitutional 

government manipulation of public benefits. His subsequent work has shaped analysis 

of governmental control of private information, abortion regulation, assisted suicide, and 

gay marriage. He has explored the implications of DNA testing in criminal justice, free 

speech on the Internet, and the dangers of abuse in the “war on terror.” Kreimer has 

represented plaintiffs in a wide array of litigation. He most recently served as co-counsel 

in Miller v. Skumanick, enjoining threatened prosecution of child pornography charges 

against teenaged girls who appeared scantily clad in cell phone photos, and Buck v. 

Stankovic, enjoining denial of a marriage license to a citizen who wished to marry an 

undocumented non-citizen. 

 

Deborah Pearlstein  joined the University of Pennsylvania Law School in fall 2009 as a 

Visiting Faculty Fellow in national security and international human rights. She has also 

served as an Associate Research Scholar in the Law and Public Affairs Program at the 

Woodrow Wilson School for Public and International Affairs at Princeton University since 

2007. Pearlstein previously clerked for Judge Michael Boudin of the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the First Circuit, then for Justice John Paul Stevens of the U.S. Supreme  

Court. Her work has appeared in journals including the Harvard Law Review, Harvard 
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Journal of Law & Policy, and Columbia Human Rights Law Review, and she has taught 

courses in national security law, international human rights, and U.S. constitutional law 

at Stanford Law School and at Princeton University.  

 

Kermit Roosevelt works in a diverse range of fields focusing on constitutional law and 

conflict of laws. His latest book, Conflict of Laws, offers an accessible analytical 

overview of conflicts. His prior book, The Myth of Judicial Activism: Making Sense of 

Supreme Court Decisions, sets out standards by which citizens can determine whether 

the Supreme Court is abusing its authority. He is also the author of In the Shadow of the 

Law, and has published in the Virginia Law Review, the Michigan Law Review, and the 

Columbia Law Review, among other scholarly journals. 

 

Theodore Ruger  brings fresh insight to the study of some of the oldest questions of 

American constitutional law, including the theoretical justifications for, and empirical 

contours of, the application of judicial authority. In exploring these issues, Ruger 

supplements traditional legal analysis with the methods of other disciplines, including 

history and political science. His work has appeared in the Harvard Law Review, 

Columbia Law Review, University of Pennsylvania Law Review, University of 

Pennsylvania Journal of Constitutional Law, Northwestern Law Review, and as the 

centerpiece of a symposium in Perspectives on Politics, a leading peer-reviewed political 

science journal.  

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents. The Center serves as a museum, an education center, and a forum for 

debate on constitutional issues. The museum dramatically tells the story of the 

Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 100 interactive, 

multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and features a 

powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising.” The Center also 

houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as the hub for 

national constitutional education. Also, as a nonpartisan forum for constitutional 

discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that contain diverse 

viewpoints on a broad range of issues. For more information, call 215.409.6700 or visit 

www.constitutioncenter.org. 
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