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MILLIONS OF STUDENTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO CELEBRATE CONSTITUTION DAY WITH FREE WEBCAST 

FROM THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 
Featuring an introduction by Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
Program available in classrooms nationwide through Channel One Connection

Philadelphia, PA (August 31, 2011) – Millions of students across the country can celebrate Constitution Day with the National Constitution Center’s free webcast, Constitution Hall Pass: Freedom of Expression, airing all day long at www.constitutioncenter.org/constitutionday on September 16, 2011.  The dynamic online program, made possible by Amway, brings the story of the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights to life and celebrates artists, writers and musicians throughout history who have exercised their right to free expression.  Constitution Hall Pass also will be available in classrooms nationwide through Channel One Connection, a commercial-free educational programming resource available to Channel One Member schools.  From 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST, constitutional experts and members of the Center’s education staff will chat live with students and teachers to answer questions and offer additional insight.
“Amway is proud to present National Constitution Day," says Jori Hartwig, Vice President & Chief Marketing Officer of Amway.  “Through our partnership with the National Constitution Center, students across the country will learn how the signing of the Constitution by our Founding Fathers directly impacts their lives and their freedoms today.  Amway joined in this celebration because every day we champion the freedom of 
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America's citizens by empowering people to live better lives through our products and 
business opportunity.”
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor will introduce the webcast with a special message for students.  She also will join the Center in person on September 16 to participate in several Constitution Day events, including a reading of the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution and a naturalization ceremony.  Since retiring from the Court in 2006, O'Connor now dedicates her time to ensuring that young people across the country understand their government and become active citizens. She primarily does so through the nonprofit organization she founded, iCivics (www.iCivics.org), which provides educational video games and lively lesson plans.

Following Justice O’Connor’s introduction, Constitution Hall Pass: Freedom of Expression will explore the creation of the Constitution and its contemporary relevance, while taking students on a virtual tour of the National Constitution Center.  Students will experience the Center’s main exhibition, The Story of We the People, as well as   Signers’ Hall, an iconic interpretation of the Assembly Room where the signers of the Constitution met, featuring 42 life-sized bronze statues of the Founding Fathers.
This edition of Constitution Hall Pass also takes students to two locations that played a significant role in the creation of the Constitution – the Springfield Armory in Springfield, Massachusetts and the New Hampshire State House in Concord, New Hampshire.  Viewers will learn about the First Amendment and famous figures in history, including Harriet Beecher Stowe, Langston Hughes, Bob Dylan, and even Lady Gaga, who have used their First Amendment right to freedom of expression in order to inspire change through words and music. 
Constitution Hall Pass provides a free, fun way for students to meet their Constitution Day education requirement.  The webcast, along with pre- and post-show questions to encourage classroom discussion, will be accessible all day at www.constitutioncenter.org/constitutionday.  
Constitution Hall Pass: Freedom of Expression also will be available through Channel One Connection, a commercial-free educational programming resource available to Channel One member schools.  Interested teachers can find information about
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Constitution Hall Pass, along with supplementary educational resources, on Channel One’s award-winning website: www.ChannelOne.com.
Distribution of Constitution Hall Pass also has been made possible by the following civic organizations: American Bar Association, American Institute for History Education, Annenberg Classroom, Bill of Rights Institute, Center for Civic Education, Civic Mission of Schools, Constituting America, Daughters of the American Revolution, Gilder Lehrman, iCivics, National Archives, National History Day Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Bar Association, Progressive Business Publications, Pennsylvania Department of Education, and Scholastic. 
The Freedom of Expression webcast is the fourth installment of the Center’s Constitution Hall Pass series.  The first installment debuted on Constitution Day, September 17, 2010, and focused on the Constitutional Convention.  The second installment commemorated Bill of Rights Day on December 15, 2010, and the third centered on the history of taxation in America on Income Tax Day, April 18, 2011.  Each webcast is archived and available for viewing at www.constitutioncenter.org/hallpass.  
Those visiting the National Constitution Center in person on September 16 can participate in the Center’s annual Constitution Day celebration, featuring a wide array of inspiring and educational activities, including a naturalization ceremony, the induction of a new member into the American National Tree, and a 224th birthday party for the Constitution.  For a complete calendar of events and a list of educational resources, visit www.constitutioncenter.org/constitutionday.
About Amway

Amway (amway.com) is one of the world's largest direct selling businesses.  Alticor Inc., parent company of Amway, reported global sales of $9.2 billion in 2010.  Founded in 1959 and based in Ada, Michigan, USA, Amway offers consumer products and business opportunities in more than 80 countries and territories worldwide.  The top-selling brands for Amway are NUTRILITE® vitamin, mineral and dietary supplements, ARTISTRY® skincare and colour cosmetics, and eSpring® water treatment systems.  The company provides product development, manufacturing and logistics services through its Access 
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Business Group and Alticor Corporate Enterprises divisions.  For company news, visit www.globalnews.amway.com.

About Channel One News
Peabody and Telly Award-winning Channel One News, an Alloy Media + Marketing company, is the leading television news network for teens, reaching nearly six million young people in middle schools and high schools nationwide – broadcast each day to close to one in four of all teenagers in the U.S.  The dynamic, daily broadcast and supplementary educational resources inform, educate, and inspire teens, connecting them with important current events and the world around them.  Channel One News has covered fast-breaking global events from regions such as Haiti, Chile, Mexico, Sierra Leone, North Korea, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Germany and Qatar.  Through its partnership with CBS News Productions, Channel One News draws on the vast resources of CBS News, ensuring worldwide coverage wherever and whenever news breaks – and always from a teen perspective.  Channel One News programming has been featured on leading networks and news programs, including CBS, CNN, NBC Nightly News and Today Show, ABC News and Nightline.  Visit the Webby Award-winning website www.ChannelOne.com to learn more.
About the National Constitution Center

Located on Independence Mall in Historic Philadelphia, the National Constitution Center is America’s first and only nonprofit, nonpartisan institution devoted to the U.S. Constitution.  As a cutting-edge museum, national town hall and educational facility, the Center illuminates constitutional ideals and inspires acts of citizenship through must-see multimedia exhibitions, live performances, timely public programs and dynamic educational resources.  The museum dramatically tells the story of “We the People” through more than 100 interactive exhibits, films, photographs and rare artifacts; the stirring theatrical performance Freedom Rising; and the iconic attraction Signers’ Hall, featuring 42 life-sized bronze statues of the Founding Fathers.  As America’s town hall for constitutional dialogue, the Center regularly engages political leaders, scholars, pundits and journalists of diverse viewpoints.  The Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as the hub for national constitutional education and provides exceptional civic learning resources both onsite and online.  For more information, call 215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.  
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